Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 2

Sabbath October 10, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is “Stand for What We Stand For” Part 2

Let us pray….

Three Sabbaths ago in part 1, we looked at the question asked in Job 25:4 “How then can man be justified with God?” We looked at Paul’s answer in Romans 5:1, which stated, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” We thoroughly exhausted the topic that man cannot be saved “by the works of the law.” Therefore the teachings common today in the evangelical world with their doctrine of the dispensation of law before the cross and the dispensation of grace since the cross we proved to be false doctrine. Paul made it very clear what the purpose of the law is and that grace is no license to sin.


Today we will stick with the basics and we will do our diligence in the study of righteousness by faith. In my last message, we did not go into any detail on the meaning of righteousness by faith, but have only given evidence that Sabbath-keepers understand that righteousness is of faith, and not of works. 

We shall now consider the great and precious truth which Paul speaks of as “the righteousness of the law … fulfilled in us” Romans 8:4.


We know that Christ was the only person who ever lived a sinless life on planet earth. His righteousness was without a flaw and there was nothing in His life that the Ten Commandments could condemn. He alone could say in John 8:46, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” Paul tells us that Christ was “without sin” Hebrews 4:15. Peter declares that Christ “did no sin” 1 Peter 2:22.


God’s gracious arrangement for man is that the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed to he or she who believes. The righteousness is credited to the believer just as though he or she lived that perfect life. This righteousness is offered freely, and, when accepted, it becomes righteousness by faith. And that is what Paul means when he says, “…we shall be saved by his life.” Romans 5:10 


This means that there is nothing in that life that can be condemned. So, if we are credited with it, we can not be condemned in the judgment, and we shall pass into the kingdom of God, saved by Christ’s life.

Listen to me carefully, righteousness is something we receive as a gift, not something that we work out for ourselves. On this very point look what Paul says in Romans 4:4, 5. “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”

Let’s look now at what Paul states in Romans 5:18, “Therefore as by the offence of one (Adam) judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one (Christ) the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.”


This text makes it so clear that the righteousness by which we are saved is the righteousness of Christ, a free gift received only by faith. This is righteousness by faith.

The next verse, Romans 5:19 says, “For as by one man's disobedience (Adam) many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one (Christ) shall many be made (or accounted) righteous.  

This means we are accounted righteous by receiving by faith the obedience of Christ. Do you see? The scriptures teach that Christ makes an exchange with us. He takes the blame for our life of sin and disobedience, in which he experientially had no part, but paid the penalty of death in our stead, while in exchange we get credit for His life of obedience and sinless ness, in which we experientially had no part, and we receive the reward of eternal life.

Do we deserve this? I don’t think so. What is so great about us that God’s only begotten Son had to die? Can we really comprehend this? I think we treat this matter with too much indifference, for if we understood what this blessed truth really is, that God has revealed to man, we would be far more zealous and earnest in our Christian walk. Each of us would be more involved in leading souls to Christ, and urging the deceived out of Babylon.

It seems that man is prone to extremism when it comes to fundamental truths. We can look back now at the prevailing attitude of the people in Christ’s time and say that the popular slogan of the majority would have been, “Up with the law and down with grace.”  Today it has reversed as it would be, “Up with grace and down with the law.” But the fact is that both law and grace have always played specific roles in the plan of redemption; the law to point out sin, and grace to save from sin. And preaching the truth does away with neither; it merely places each in its divinely appointed setting and does not emphasize one to the destruction of the other.

According to Acts 10:34, “….God is no respecter of persons:” And we are told in Malachi 3:6 that God does not change; therefore this being true, His plan of salvation has always been the same. Righteousness by faith prevailed in Old Testament times. Paul confirms this, look with me at Romans 4: verses 3 & 9. “For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it (this faith) was counted unto him for righteousness.” Vs. 9 “… for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.”  This is righteousness by faith. He continued in verses 20-22, “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it (this faith) was imputed to him for righteousness.” The next 3 verses jump from Abraham’s day to Paul’s and to ours, “Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.”  

What are the deceivers of today doing, standing in their pulpits saying that Abraham was in the dispensation of the law? We just read in the New Testament that righteousness was imputed to Abraham because he was strong in faith. They take this word dispensation, which is found in the Bible in only 4 places, and they make it seem as though it means a period of time that a governing factor was in place, that governing factor being a merit system of salvation by works. The Greek word for dispensation is ‘oikonomia’ (oy-kon-om-ee-ah) and it means #1, administration, which means the act of managing or directing. And #2, it also means stewardship. Never once does dispensation deal with some long period of time. (The 4 verses where dispensation is used are 1 Corinthians 9:17; Ephesians 1:10; Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 1:25). But of the 4 times it is used, there is only one verse where the word grace appears in the same verse and that is Ephesians 3:2, listen carefully, “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:” Some might quickly say there it is, the dispensation of grace. Is that what it said? No, it said, “the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward. The fact of the matter is that Paul realized fully that he was a God appointed steward of truth and it was incumbent upon him to be a just disseminator of God’s truth in all areas of doctrine. And certainly the correct teaching of God’s grace along with the understanding of righteousness by faith would be paramount.

And so my dear brothers and sisters, when you hear these teachings regarding the dispensation of law and the dispensation of grace, you can outright reject it, for such a teaching is straight out of the synagogue of Satan. From the fall of Adam, God’s provision has always been righteousness by faith and we will now expand and enlarge on this correct Bible truth of righteousness by faith.

Justification has to do with man’s deliverance from the penalty of the law which is death. Righteousness has to do with man’s being reckoned in harmony with “the righteousness of the law” (Romans 8:4) so that he stands “accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). Man is just as powerless to work out the righteousness demanded by the law as he is to work off its penalty.


Now we’re going to get a little deep and you must pay attention. You need to listen with your understanding. Since God’s plan for justifying the sinner does not make void the law or grant license to disobey God’s commandments; and since even a justified man cannot of himself attain to “the righteousness of the law”; and since “the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God,” 1 Corinthians 6:9, the way of attaining to a standard of righteousness that the law cannot condemn becomes a vital question. In fact our getting into the kingdom of God depends on the proper answer.

The wrong way is described in Romans 9:31, 32, “But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because [they sought it] not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.”


The right way is described in Romans 9:30, “What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, (that is their life before justification) have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith.”

The wrong way is righteousness by human attempt, the right way is righteousness which is of faith. The wrong way is ‘by’ us, the right way is ‘in’ us. Is that crystal clear? The righteousness that God accepts is not self-manufactured, but divinely imputed. One is never saved by keeping the law, but his obedience to the law is because he is saved.


I read this from the S.O.P. found in Desire of Ages page 172, listen, “The fountain of the heart must be purified before the streams can become pure. He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is attempting impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of godliness. The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.”  {DA 172.1} 

And this from Gospel Workers page 161, “The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, not because of any merit on our part, but as a free gift from God, is a precious thought. The enemy of God and man is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for he knows that if the people receive it fully, his power will be broken.” {GW 161.1} 


We can conclude that Sabbath-keeping Christians do not believe in righteousness by works. They firmly believe that salvation is by faith alone; that justification is by faith alone; that righteousness is by faith alone; and this is their true position before every nation, kindred, tongue and people.
 
A popular Sunday keeping evangelist charged Sabbath-keepers with teaching righteousness by works. When he actually became acquainted with what we teach, he was surprised and asked, “What do you do with the law then? He thought that the doctrine of righteousness by faith made the Ten Commandments void. And this seems to be the idea of all who teach that the seventh day no longer needs to be observed.


The answer to his question is this, according to Romans 8:4, “…That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us…” Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “…Christ liveth in me: …” 

Now listen, If Christ, through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit, lives in us, we will certainly not live lives of immorality and lawlessness; for Christ dwells in the heart so, “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:4.


Therefore Christ becomes everything. He becomes our justification, our righteousness, and our obedience. Do you see? Any theory of righteousness by faith which teaches that we make void the law through faith, and that Christ is the minister of disobedience, is certainly not the New Testament doctrine of righteousness by faith.


It is not enough to understand intellectually this grace given arrangement for our justification and salvation. We must by prayer enter into a definite faith transaction with God and appropriate pardon, justification and righteousness. Just as we may have knowledge that food will keep us from starvation; unless we receive this food into our bodies, it will not save us from an ultimate death. Just so, we may know that Jesus has died for our offenses and was raised for our justification; and we may be able to understand and explain all the principles of the Bible concerning justification and righteousness by faith, BUT, unless we by faith and prayer, appropriate what Christ has done for us, and then trust Him daily to the end, it will not benefit us.
Let us pray …
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